Colorado Department of Local Affairs

Susan E. Kirkpatrick
Executive Director

DIVISION OF PROPERTY TAXATION
JoAnn Groff

SETE Property Tax Administrator
Bill Ritter, Jr.
Governor
BULLETIN NO. 27

TO: County Assessors

FROM: JoAnn Groff
Property Tax Administrator

DATE: July 15, 2009

THE BULLETIN IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE
Website address: http://dola.colorado.gov/dpt

Date Title Distribution

7/15/09 2009 Legislation Review with staff. File in 2009
SB 09-040, SB 09-042, SB 09-085, Legislation File.
SB 09-105, SB 09-177, SB 09-276,
HB 09-1005, HB 09-1034, HB 09-1110,
HB 09-1161, HB 09-1203, HB 09-1265,
HB 09-1316, HB 09-1360, HB 09-1365,

7/15/09 Administration 100 — Introduction to Review with interested personnel.
Assessment Return registration to Division.
Both locations in danger of cancellation File in Education File.

due to lack of students.

1313 Sherman, Room 419, Denver, CO 80203, (303) 866-2371
http://dola.colorado.gov FAX (303) 866-4000



http://dola.colorado.gov/dpt
http://dola.colorado.gov/

Bill Ritter, Jr.

Colorado Department of Local Affairs

Susan E. Kirkpatrick
Executive Director

DIVISION OF PROPERTY TAXATION
JoAnn Groff
Property Tax Administrator

Governor
TO: County Assessors
FROM: JoAnn Groff
Property Tax Administrator
SUBJECT: 2009 Legislation
SB 09-040, SB 09-042, SB 09-085, SB 09-105, SB 09-177,
SB 09-276, HB 09-1005, HB 09-1034, HB 09-1110, HB 09-1161,
HB 09-1203, HB 09-1265, HB 09-1316, HB 09-1360, HB 09-1365
DATE: July 15, 2009

DISTRIBUTION: Review with staff. File in 2009 Legislation File.

MEMORANDUM

Summaries of bills affecting property tax and county government are below. A few
additional bills will be distributed within the month. To view a final bill, press the control
key and click on the bill number. Please contact Pam Godfrey at 303-866-2377 or
pam.godfrey@state.co.us with questions concerning 2009 legislation.

SB 09-040 Concerning the regulation of manufactured homes.

This bill was initiated by the manufactured home task force in an attempt to clean
up legislative changes accomplished by HB 08-1260. The changes made were
based on concerns of county offices and industry about the movement, title
changes, identification numbers, definitions, and other issues relating to
manufactured homes.

Section 1 of the bill amends paragraph 30-10-406(3)(a), C.R.S., excepting the

Verification of Application form as defined in subsection 38-29-102(13), C.R.S.,
from the margin requirements for documents filed with the clerk and recorder’s
office.

Section 2 amends subsection 30-10-409(2), C.R.S., excepting documents filed
and recorded pursuant to section 38-29-205, C.R.S., from the requirement that
they be endorsed by 5 p.m. the same day if received on or before 1 p.m. or by 5
p.m. the following day if received after 1 p.m. Documents received pursuant to
section

38-29-205, C.R.S., shall be endorsed by the clerk and recorder within three
business days. This refers to documents concerning manufactured homes.

Section 3 of the bill amends section 38-29-107, C.R.S., with the addition of
subsections (2) and (3), which specify the application requirements for obtaining
a manufactured home title when the manufactured home is affixed to the ground.
The application for a Certificate of Title shall be submitted to the Director of the
Department of Revenue on a form provided by the Director, and it shall include
the following documents.

1313 Sherman, Room 419, Denver, CO 80203, (303) 866-2371
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e For a manufactured home that was permanently affixed to the ground prior to
July 1, 2008, and for which a Certificate of Permanent Location was not filed
and recorded, subsection 38-29-107(2), C.R.S., states that the application shall
include: an Affidavit of Real Property, a verification of the identification
number produced in accordance with paragraph 38-29-122(3)(a), C.R.S., a
Certificate of Removal, and a copy of all deeds recorded since the home was
affixed to the ground.

e For a manufactured home affixed to the ground after July 1, 2008, and for
which a Certificate of Permanent Location was filed and recorded, paragraph
38-29-107(3)(a), C.R.S., states that the application shall include: a copy of the
recorded Certificate of Permanent Location, a Certificate of Removal, a
verification of the identification number produced in accordance with paragraph
38-29-122(3)(a), C.R.S., and a copy of all deeds recorded since the home was
affixed to the ground.

e For a manufactured home that was affixed to the ground after July 1, 2008,
pursuant to a long-term lease with an express term of at least 10 years,
paragraph 38-29-107(3)(b), C.R.S,, states that the application shall include: a
copy of the recorded Certificate of Permanent Location, a verification of the
identification number produced in accordance with paragraph 38-29-122(3)(a),
C.R.S., and copy of the recorded long-term lease.

Section 4 of the bill amends section 38-29-119, C.R.S., regarding the process by which
an owner may bond for title.

Subsection 38-29-119(1), C.R.S., is amended to specify the documents that must
accompany an application for a Certificate of Title when the manufactured home has
been abandoned by a prior owner on the applicant’s real property. The bill requires
that the applicant provide the following evidence of his or her right to receive a
Certificate of Title: a copy of an order or judgment for possession obtained through a
civil eviction proceeding, proof of ownership of the real property, and proof of efforts
to notify the prior owner of the potential issuance of a new title or movement of the
manufactured home.

Subsection 38-29-119(2), C.R.S., is amended with the addition of paragraph (b), which
specifies that surety for a manufactured home that is at least 25 years old is not
required if the owner provides proof that all property taxes are paid, provides a
verification of the identification number, and files a title application.

Section 5 amends section 38-29-122, C.R.S., with the addition of a new subsection (3),
regarding the inspection and verification of a manufactured home identification
number, and when necessary, the assignment of a new number. Paragraph
38-29-122(3)(a), C.R.S., authorizes the Department of Revenue to designate qualified
VIN inspectors and allows an inspector to charge a reasonable fee for an inspection.
An inspector shall verify the following: the identification number, the make, the year of
manufacture, and any other information required by the department. If the inspector
determines that the identification number has been removed, changed, altered, or
obliterated, the owner shall request that the department assign an identification number
pursuant to section 38-29-123, C.R.S. Paragraph 38-29-122(3)(b), C.R.S., states that a
designated inspector may be: an authorized agent as defined in subsection
38-29-102(1), C.R.S., a person designated by an authorized agent, a Colorado law
enforcement officer, a person registered to sell manufactured homes, or a county
assessor.
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Section 6 amends section 38-29-123, C.R.S., by adding that a new identification
number can be assigned by the department to a manufactured home when the original
number is missing or has been destroyed. The new number must be affixed to the
home in either the door frame, fuse box, or as determined by the department. The
assigned number is the identification number under which a Certificate of Title may be
issued. If the manufactured home is permanently affixed to the ground, the owner shall
file for recording with the county clerk and recorder the form on which the new
number was issued.

Section 7 amends subsection 38-29-133(1), C.R.S,, to state that an extension made to
an authorized agent does not need to be notarized if it is made under the penalties of
perjury in the second degree as defined in section 18-8-503, C.R.S.

Subsection 38-29-133(2), C.R.S., is also amended by adding language which defines
that upon receipt of a mortgage extension on a manufactured home, the authorized
agent shall complete a record of the extension and shall issue a new Certificate of Title
on which the extension is noted. If a mortgage noted on the Certificate of Title has not
been released or extended after its maturity date, the owner of the manufactured home
may request that any references to the mortgages shown on the records of the
authorized agent be removed, and upon request, the authorized agent shall remove such
references.

Section 8 amends paragraph 38-29-201(2)(a), C.R.S., by removing Bill of Sale from
the list of documents that must be recorded prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Title
for a new manufactured home.

The bill also amends section 38-29-201, C.R.S., with the addition of a new subsection
(3), which states that a Verification of Application form must comply with the federal
“Driver’s Privacy Protection Act of 1994.”

Section 9 amends paragraphs 38-29-202 (1)(b) and (c), C.R.S., to specify requirements
that pertain to the filing of a Certificate of Permanent Location for a manufactured
home that occupies real property subject to a long-term lease of at least 10 years.
When the certificate is filed with the authorized agent of the county pursuant to an
application for purging the title pursuant to subsections 38-29-112(1.5) or
38-29-118(2), C.R.S., or when it is filed for recording pursuant to subsections
38-29-114(2) or 38-29-117(6), C.R.S., a copy of the lease must be filed along with the
Certificate of Permanent Location.

This section also amends subsection 38-29-202(2), C.R.S., to list additional
requirements for the Certificate of Permanent Location form. Paragraph (i) is
amended, clarifying that the verification concerns whether the home is permanently
affixed to the ground rather than on a permanent foundation. Paragraph (l) is amended
to specify that the statement found on the certificate under which any owners of the
manufactured home who are not owners of the real property relinquish their ownership
of the manufactured home, shall not apply when the home will occupy land subject to a
long-term lease of at least 10 years.

The bill amends section 38-29-202, C.R.S., with the addition of a new subsection (1.5),
which requires that the Certificate of Permanent Location for a manufactured home that
occupies real property subject to a long-term lease of at least 10 years, include a
statement that the owners of the real property and manufactured home consent to the
affixation of the manufactured home to the land. It also requires an acknowledgement
that, upon such affixation and upon the filing and recording of the Certificate of
Permanent Location, the manufactured home will become a part of the real property,
subject to the reversion of the manufactured home to the owners of the home upon
termination of the long-term lease.
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Section 10 amends section 38-29-203, C.R.S., by adding a new subsection (2.5),
regarding the eviction of a tenant by a landlord for a manufactured home subject to a
long-term lease of at least 10 years. The manufactured home can be removed from its
permanent location without the owner first filing a Certificate of Removal if, within
twenty days after removal, the landlord files a Certificate of Removal accompanied by
a copy of the Notice of Judgment or Order for Possession allowing the eviction of the
home and the address to which the home has been moved. The landlord shall file the
certificate of removal and additional information with the authorized agent for the
county.

Section 11 amends subsection 38-29-208(1), C.R.S., to clarify that any person can
prove that a manufactured home and the land upon which it has been permanently
affixed to the ground so that it is no longer capable of being drawn over the public
highways, by filing and recording the Affidavit of Real Property in the county in which
the manufactured home is located.

This section also amends section 38-29-208, C.R.S., with the addition of a new
subsection (2), which concerns manufactured homes that are located on land subject to
long-term lease of at least 10 years. For such properties, the Affidavit of Real Property
shall be filed for recording along with a copy of the long-term lease and a statement
from the county treasurer that the taxes have been paid separately on the manufactured
home and the land upon which it is affixed.

Section 12 amends subsections 39-1-102(7.7), (7.8), (8), (14.3), C.R.S., and creates a
new subsection (8.3), which define or redefine the terms “manufactured home,”
“mobile home,” and “modular home,” for property tax purposes. The definition of
“mobile home,” now located in subsection 39-1-102(8), C.R.S., is based on the
definition found in title 42, Vehicles and Traffic, located in paragraph 42-1-
102(106)(b), C.R.S.

Section 13 amends subsection 39-14-101(1.5), C.R.S., to clarify that the term
“conveyance” includes the transfer of an interest in a “manufactured home.” The bill
amends subsection 39-14-101(4), C.R.S., by eliminating the reference to a previously
repealed statute and adding a reference to subsection 39-1-102(7.8), C.R.S.

Section 14 amends paragraph 39-14-103(1)(a), C.R.S., concerning the Manufactured
Home Transfer Declaration. On or after July 1, 2009, a Manufactured Home Transfer
Declaration shall accompany an application for a Certificate of Title only when the
application is submitted pursuant to a conveyance.

Signed by Lt. Governor O’Brien: March 9, 2009
Effective Date: July 1, 2009

SB 09-042  Concerning the administration of the exempt status of property for

property tax purposes.

This bill accomplishes four things related to the exemption of property from the
property tax:

1. Broadens the definition of property overseen by the Property Tax Administrator
(Administrator )that qualifies for an exemption to include property owned by
organizations created to take advantage of the federal New Markets Income Tax
Credit or Rehabilitation Tax Credits provided the property is operated by a
nonprofit entity that would otherwise qualify for exemption.
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2. Creates a payment in lieu of tax to be paid by property owners when property
qualifies for exemption because it is funded through New Markets Tax Credits
or Rehabilitation Tax Credits. This payment is to replace the tax that would
have been paid to the school district total program had the property remained
taxable.

3. Eliminates the directive that the Property Tax Administrator shall require
owners of certain exempt residential properties to provide financial reports on
their operations and tax returns from all their residents claimed to qualify for
exemption. The Administrator may still collect that information if necessary
but it is no longer required.

4. Requires the Property Tax Administrator to provide a list of pending
applications for property tax exemptions annually to county assessors,
treasurers, and boards of commissioners.

Section 1 amends subsection 39-1-102(8.5), C.R.S., to read that property ownership
shall be deemed to have met the requirements of this subsection if: the property is
owned by a nonprofit corporation or association whose property is irrevocably
dedicated to charitable religious, or school purposes and no portion if its assets will
inure to the benefit of any private person upon the liquidation, dissolution, or
abandonment of such corporation or association; or

The operator of the property is a nonprofit entity that would otherwise qualify for
property tax exemption under article 3 of this title and is a general partner or member
of the owner, and the property is owned by:

An entity organized for the purpose of obtaining tax credits through the federal New
Markets Tax Credit Program or the Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program and is eligible
for credits; and an entity that makes payments in lieu of property taxes pursuant to
section 39-3-114.5, C.R.S. This will apply to applications for exemption filed on or
after January 1, 2009, or that are pending on that date.

Section 2 amends paragraph 39-2-117 (1)(a), C.R.S., by adding a new subparagraph
(1), which states that the decision of the Administrator shall be issued in writing with a
copy given to the applicant, an copies given to the assessor, the treasurer, and the board
of county commissioners in which the property is located. This selection was deleted
from subparagraph 39-1-117(1)(a)(l), C.R.S.

Also added was subparagraph (I1), which states that no later than June 1 of each year,
the Administrator shall provide the assessor, treasurer, and board of county
commissioners of each county a list of all pending property tax exemption applications.

Section 3 amends article 3, title 39 by adding a new section 114.5., titled “Charitable
exemption-owner claiming federal tax credit — fee in lieu of school district tax.”

Whenever an entity organized for the purpose of obtaining tax credits through the
federal New Markets Tax Credit Program or the Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program is
granted an exemption, the entity shall pay annually to the treasurer of the county in
which the property is located a payment in lieu of taxes, which payment shall not
exceed the amount of taxes that would be due for total program for the school district
in which the property is located if the interest were taxable. Each year during the
regular tax assessment period, the board of county commissioners shall provide to each
entity that holds such real property interest the following information in the same
manner as such information is provided to any other owner of real property in a county:

e The current assessed value of the real property interest expressed in dollars;
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e The amount of the payment in lieu of taxes due on the real property interest
based on the value and tax rate levied for total program for the school district in
which the property is located that would be applicable to the real property
interest if it were taxable;

e The date the payment in lieu of taxes is due for such real property interest based
on the date property taxes within the county are due.

The treasurer of each county that receives a payment in lieu of taxes pursuant to this
section shall pay to the appropriate school district the total payment deducting any
costs incurred in administering this payment.

Each school district that receives a payment in lieu of taxes pursuant to this section
shall certify the amount paid or received to the State Board of Education.

Section 4 amends section 39-3-114, C.R.S., by changing the “shall” statements to
“may” statements in that:

“..the administrator may require the owner or operator of such property
to annually submit a complete financial report on its operations and may
require any occupants whose residential units are claimed to qualify for
such exemption to submit copies of their federal or state income tax
returns.”

Section 5 amends subsections 39-3-137(2) and (3), C.R.S., by deleting “pursuant to
section 39-9-109” and adding language which allows the Property Tax Administrator
to reestablish tax-exempt status when authorized by the State Board of Equalization.

Section 6 amends paragraph 22-54-115(1)(a), C.R.S., by adding language establishing
that the payment for the distribution of state funds to a school district will be adjusted
by the certification of any payments in lieu of taxes received by a school district.

Signed by Governor Ritter: April 22, 2009
Effective Date: August 5, 2009

SB 09-085  Concerning the creation of a legislative task force to study a property tax
exemption for business personal property.

Section 1 of the bill amends article 2, title 2, C.R.S., by adding a new part 15, which
creates a legislative task force on business personal property tax. Beginning no later
than August 1, 2009, the task force will hold a minimum of six meetings that will be
open to the public. The task force may make legislative recommendations to the
General Assembly no later than November 1, 2009. The task force is specifically
prohibited from being staffed by Legislative Council staff and the office of Legislative
Legal Services.

The task force is composed of the following:
e five members from the Senate,
— three appointed by the President of the Senate,
— two appointed by the Senate Minority Leader
e five members from the House of Representatives
— three appointed by the Speaker of the House,
— two appointed by the House Minority Leader
the Property Tax Administrator,
a representative of the Colorado Municipal League;
a representative of Colorado Counties Inc;
a member of a local chamber of commerce, appointed by the Governor;
a small business representative, appointed by the Governor;
a large business representative, appointed by the Governor
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e amember of the public with expertise in tax policy, appointed by the
Governor.

The task force may examine, but need not limit its consideration to, the following
issues:
e business personal property tax exemptions that eliminate or phase out the tax;
e an analysis of the fiscal impact of the personal property exemptions on state
and local governments; and
e methods to reimburse local governments for revenue lost as a result of the
business personal property exemptions.

Signed by Governor Ritter: June 4, 2009
Effective Date: Upon signature.
Repeal Date: July 1, 2010

SB 09-105  Concerning removal of the statutory limit on the amount that may be

raised in a single year by a special property tax levied by a board of county
commissioners for the purpose of fighting specified types of fires in a
county.

Current law allows counties, with voter approval, to impose a special property tax to
generate funding for the purpose of fighting both forest and prairie fires. The tax
cannot exceed one mill ($1 per $1,000 of taxable value) or $500,000 per year,
whichever is less.

The bill deletes a portion of section 30-10-513, C.R.S., which removes the mill levy
limit and allows counties to impose any tax level approved by voters.

Signed by Governor Ritter: April 30, 2009
Effective Date: Upon signature.

SB 09-177  Concerning the valuation of new solar energy facilities for the purpose of

property taxation.

This bill specifies that for purposes of property taxation, solar energy facilities that
were first placed in production on or after January 1, 2009, and that generate more than
two megawatts of energy to the interconnection meter must be valued based solely on
the income approach.

Section 1 of the bill amends paragraph 39-4-101(3)(a), C.R.S, by adding “solar energy
facility” where appropriate. The bill also creates a new subsection (3.5) that defines
“solar energy facility.”

Section 2 of the bill amends portions of section 39-4-102, C.R.S., by adding the terms
“solar energy facility” and *“solar energy devices” to the existing language. The bill
establishes that the methodology used to determine the actual value of a solar energy
facility is the same methodology used to value a wind energy facility.

Section 3 of the bill amends paragraph 39-5-104.7(1)(b), C.R.S., by adding “solar
energy facilities” where appropriate.

Signed by Governor Ritter: April 22, 2009

Effective Date: Upon signature

Note: For property tax purposes, the bill is effective for new solar energy facilities fist placed in production
on or after January 1, 2009.
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Page 8

2009 Legislation

SB 09-276  Concerning the property tax exemption for qualifying seniors, and, in

connection therewith, lowering for a specified property tax year the
maximum amount of actual value of the primary owner-occupied residence
of a qualifying senior that is partly exempt from property taxation, and
making an appropriation in connection therewith.

The shortfall in the state’s budget is the reason for the introduction and passage of this
legislation. Even though the exemption will not be funded for taxes payable in 2010,
assessors should continue notifying residential property owners, processing
applications, and submitting data to the Division.

As finally adopted by the General Assembly, the bill eliminates only the senior
exemption benefit and only for tax year 2009, payable in 2010. The disabled veteran
exemption remains in place. (As originally introduced the bill would have eliminated
both the senior and disabled veteran exemptions for tax years 2009 and 2010.)

Section 1 of the bill amends section 39-3-203, C.R.S., by reducing the property tax
exemption for senior citizens to fifty percent of $0 in actual value of the senior
citizen’s primary residence for tax year 2009. For tax years 2010 and beyond, it
exempts fifty percent of the first $200,000 in actual value of the senior’s primary
residence.

Signed by Governor Ritter: June 4, 2009
Effective Date: Upon signature
Note: Affects 2009 property taxes due in 2010

HB 09-1005 Concerning the authority of a special district to establish special

improvement districts within the boundaries of the special district.

This bill allows a special district to establish a special improvement district within its
boundaries to finance the cost of any improvements that the special district is
authorized to finance.

Section 1 of the bill amends subsection 32-1-1101(1), C.R.S., by adding a new
paragraph (g) that allows a special district to establish special improvement districts
within the boundaries of the special district and the authority to levy special
assessments on properties that will receive a direct benefit from the improvements.

Section 2 of the bill amends article 1, title 32, C.R.S., by adding a new section 1101.7,
titled “Establishment of special improvement districts within the boundaries of a
special district.” In order to establish a special improvement district, the power to levy
assessments must be authorized in the special district’s service plan or statement of
purposes or be approved by the county or municipality that approved the special
district’s service plan or accepted the districts statement of purposes.

If the special improvement district is established, the assessment must be levied on a
frontage, area, zone, or other equitable basis upon voter approval of a majority of the
eligible electors within the special improvement district or with the written consent of
100 percent of the owners of the property to be assessed.

The method of creating a special improvement district, levying, and collecting the
assessments, and making the improvements, shall be provided in part 5, article 25,
title 31, C.R.S., subject to some duties as noted in this new section.

Signed by Governor Ritter: April, 2, 2009
Effective Date: Upon signature


http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2009a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/FCC52FAB32D955D78725758A00550B23?open&file=276_enr.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/Clics/CLICS2009A/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/1B9A30DCCC5C2C3B87257537001A2BFD?Open&file=1005_enr.pdf

Page 9
2009 Legislation

HB 09-1034 Concerning authorization for a Regional Transportation Authority to
impose a property tax.

This bill permits Regional Transportation Authorities (RTAS) to impose a property tax
of up to five mills, if approved by voters. RTAs are formed by two or more local
governments to finance, construct, operate, and maintain regional transportation
systems. Prior to this legislation, RTAs were only authorized to issue bonds to be
repaid through several means, including motor vehicle registration fees, sales and use
taxes, and visitor benefit taxes. Their primary source of funding has been through sales
and use taxes.

The creation of RTAs, and the imposition of any new taxes, must be approved by
voters within the proposed authority’s boundaries. Currently, there are five
organized/operating RTAs in the state.

* Roaring Fork Transportation Authority — (Eagle, Garfield, Pitkin)
» Gunnison Valley Transportation Authority — (Gunnison)

* Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Authority — (El Paso)

* Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority — (El Paso)

* South Platte Valley Regional Transportation Authority — (Logan)

Section 1 of the bill amends subsection 43-4-605(1), C.R.S., by adding a new
paragraph (j.5) that allows a Regional Transportation Authority to impose a uniform
mill levy of up to five mills on all taxable property within the territory of the authority.
This power to impose a uniform mill levy is repealed as of January 1, 2019.

NOTE: In counties where RTAs are currently operating (those listed above), the
assessor must certify values to the appropriate authorities in August and December
2009. It may be necessary to contact the RTAs to obtain boundary information in
order to accurately certify values. Contact information for the RTAs can be found on
the Division of Local Government’s website at:

www.dola.colorado.gov/dlg/local _governments/Docs/lg_type_list.pdf.

A newly-formed RTA may levy a property tax for the calendar year in which it is
organized only if, prior to July 1, the assessor and the board of county commissioners
are notified of the organization. In addition, prior to July 1, the RTA must provide a
map and legal description of the authority’s boundaries along with official notice that a
tax will be levied, subsection 39-1-110(1), C.R.S.

Signed by Governor Ritter: April, 16, 2009
Effective Date: August 5, 2009

HB 09-1110 Concerning information required to be provided to the county assessor
upon request in connection with any advertisement for the rental of
furnished residential real property within the state.

Under current law, personal property that is used to furnish residential rental
property is subject to property taxation. However, many advertisements for the
rental of furnished residential properties do not provide the assessor with sufficient
information to identify to whom personal property declaration schedules should be
sent. This bill expands existing law by requiring the owner of furnished residential
rental property or an agent of the owner who advertises the property for rent to
provide the assessor with information that identifies the rental property by address
and by the owner’s name.


http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2009a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/45D6959AB6BA9C6287257537001C3812?open&file=1034_enr.pdf
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The bill also restricts the assessor from levying property taxes for prior years on
omitted personal property that is subsequently reported by the owner or the owner’s
agent.

Section 1 of the bill amends article 5, title 39, C.R.S., with the addition of a new
section 108.5, which restates existing duties of the assessor and establishes a new
personal property discovery mechanism.

New subsection (1) restates existing requirements regarding the assessor’s duty to
discover and assess taxable personal property, and the personal property owner’s duty
to annually complete a personal property declaration schedule. Subsection (1) also sets
forth the reasoning behind the bill.

New subsection (2) authorizes the assessor to, no more than twice per year, request
identifying information from the owner of furnished residential rental property or an
agent of the owner who advertises the property for rent.

New subsection (3) defines an “agent” as a real estate broker, a property management
company, a lodging company, an internet website listing service, a print-based listing
service, or any other person that advertises furnished residential real property for rent
on behalf of the property owner in exchange for compensation.

Section 2 of the bill amends section 39-5-125, C.R.S., by adding a new subsection (3),
which prohibits the assessor from levying property taxes on omitted personal property
that is discovered when such information is reported by the owner or the owner’s agent
under the provisions of section 39-5-108.5, C.R.S.

Signed by Governor Ritter: April 22, 2009
Effective Date: August 5, 2009

HB 09-1161 Concerning a reduction in the time to provide written documentation
supporting an oil and gas valuation statement.

This bill reduces the time that an oil and gas operator or owner has to submit written
documentation supporting a valuation statement to a county assessor from 45 to 30
days.

Section 1 amends paragraph 39-7-101(3)(a), C.R.S., changing the time to supply
written documentation to the assessor from 45 days to 30 days after either the date of
the postmark on the assessor’s written request for such documentation or the date that
an owner or operator is required to file a statement pursuant to subsection (1) of this
section, whichever is later.

Signed by Governor Ritter: March 20, 2009
Effective Date: August 5, 2009

HB 09-1203 Concerning the reclassification of Montezuma County.

This bill reclassifies Montezuma County from a class four county to a class three
county for the purposes of fixing fees and establishing salaries for elected county
officials.

Section 1 amends paragraphs 30-1-101(1)(c) and (1)(d), C.R.S., changing the
categorization of Montezuma County from Category 1V to Category Il for the purpose
of fixing fees of the county and other officers.


http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2009a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/0D9C724C59BC75B787257539007278E9?open&file=1161_enr.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2009a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/2B118921DBDAA6BA8725754A007C16A5?open&file=1203_enr.pdf
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Section 2 amends paragraphs 30-1-102(1)(c) and (1)(d), C.R.S., changing the
categorization of Montezuma County from Category IV to Category Il for the purpose
of establishing salaries of county officers.

Signed by Governor Ritter: April 3, 2009

Effective Date: August 5, 2009

Note: Section 39-2-102(3)(e), C.R.S., states in part, “No elected officer shall have his compensation
increased or decreased during the term of office to which he has been elected or appointed....”

HB 09-1265 Concerning a two-year limitation on abatement interest awarded to a
nonprofit entity that has not qualified for tax exemption due to an error
made by the nonprofit entity.

This bill provides counties and all property tax entities a period of time of two years
that a nonprofit entity may be awarded a refund of interest (at 12 percent), whereas
current law provides no such limitation.

Section 1 amends subsection 39-10-114(1), C.R.S., with the addition of a new
paragraph (c), which concerns the interest paid on abatements for a nonprofit entity.
If a county, Board of Assessment Appeals, court of competent jurisdiction, or the
Property Tax Administrator determines that a property is exempt from taxation and
found competent evidence that the property became or remained subject to taxation as
a result of an error or omission made by the taxpayer, then the county, Board of
Assessment Appeals, court of competent jurisdiction, or the Property Tax
Administrator may award refund interest or any other type of interest for not greater
than two property tax years. The interest rate is the same as that provided in section
39-10-104.5, C.R.S.

Signed by Governor Ritter: March 20, 2009
Effective Date: August 5, 2009

HB 09-1316 Concerning public dissemination of personal information of a person
working in the criminal justice system.

This bill expands existing law concerning the posting of personal information on the
Internet. Under section 18-9-313, C.R.S., posting the personal information of a law
enforcement official may be considered class one misdemeanor, punishable through the
courts.

Section 1 of the bill amends section 18-9-313, C.R.S., by replacing “peace officer”
with “law enforcement official.”

Subsection 18-9-313(1), C.R.S., is amended with the addition of a new paragraph (a.5),
which defines “law enforcement official,” as a peace officer as described in section
16-2.5-101, C.R.S., a judge as defined in subsection 18-8-615(3), C.R.S., or a
prosecutor.

The bill amends the definition of personal information in paragraph 18-9-313(1)(b),
C.R.S., by including personal mobile telephone number and personal e-mail to the
definition.

Subsection 18-9-313(2), C.R.S., which states that it is unlawful for a person to
knowingly make personal information available on the internet, is amended to include
law enforcement officials or the official’s immediate family member.

Signed by Governor Ritter: May 21, 2009
Effective Date: Upon signature


http://www.leg.state.co.us/
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2009a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/44EE4D5921D1B7248725757400783E91?open&file=1316_enr.pdf
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HB 09-1360 Concerning the adjustment of the ratio of valuation for assessment for
residential real property.

Section 1 of the bill amends subsection 39-1-104.2(3), C.R.S., by adding a new
paragraph (1), which states that 46.82 percent of the aggregate statewide valuation for
assessment is attributable to residential real property, and that the residential
assessment rate will remain at 7.96 percent for tax years 2009 and 2010.

Signed by Governor Ritter: June 1, 2009
Effective Date: Upon signature

HB 09-1365 Concerning modifications to the property tax exemption for certain
property leased by governmental entities that use the property for
governmental purposes.

Under current law (established by HB 08-1395), property that is leased for at least a
one-year term by the state, a political subdivision of the state, or a state-supported
institution of higher education is exempt from property taxation. The lessee is required
to provide the assessor a copy of the lease (including subleases).

This bill clarifies that the rent due by the state, political subdivision, or state-supported
institution of higher education shall be reduced by an amount equal to that of the
property tax exemption. The bill also directs the assessor to notify the landlord upon
receipt of a lease agreement between the landlord and a state, political subdivision, or
state-supported institution of higher education.

Section 1 of the bill amends subparagraph 39-3-124(1)(b)(1), C.R.S., by the addition of
sub-subparagraphs (B) through (E) which delineate the following:

e Rent due by the state, political subdivision, or state-supported institution of
higher education pursuant to the terms of the lease agreement shall be reduced
by an amount equal to the property tax exemption.

e The assessor will send a notice to the landlord upon receipt of a lease
agreement between the landlord and a state, political subdivision, or state-
supported institution of higher education which identifies the property, the
property address, and the parties to the lease agreement.

e Real property taxes payable by non-state, non-political subdivision, or non-
state-supported institution of higher education tenants are considered to be
taxes paid by the property owner or landlord.

e Only a state, political subdivision, or state-supported institution of higher
education tenant shall receive any benefit related to its property tax-exempt
status.

Note: As to whether the notice provision of the bill is retroactive to January 1, 2009.
Legislative Legal Services indicated that this subsection of the bill is effective upon
signing. Governor Ritter signed this bill on June 1st. Based on this interpretation, you
only need to send this notice for leases received after June 1, 2009. However, nothing
in this law prevents you from sending this notice for leases received prior to June 1st as
a courtesy to your taxpayers.

Signed by Governor Ritter: June 1, 2009
Effective Date: Upon signature


http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2009a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/46AF57894C59C06887257599007E832F?open&file=1360_enr.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/

Colorado Department of Local Affairs

Susan E. Kirkpatrick
Executive Director

DIVISION OF PROPERTY TAXATION
JoAnn Groff
Property Tax Administrator

Bill Ritter, Jr.
Governor
TO: All County Assessors
FROM: JoAnn Groff
Property Tax Administrator
SUBJECT: Administration 100 — Introduction to Assessment
Both locations in danger of cancellation due to lack of students
DATE: July 15, 2009
DISTRIBUTION: Review with interested personnel.

Return registration form to Division.
File in Education File

Introduction to Assessment
(Admin 100)

Five-day Course

Education Credit: 23 hours (continuing education only)
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Recommended Prerequisite: This course is the recommended prerequisite for all five-day courses.
Cost per student: $50.00 (Please make checks payable to: Colorado Assessors Association)
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